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Oceans of Microbes:  
Recovering Microorganisms from 

Your Local Environment 
 
Facilitator: Peter J. Polsgrove, Northern Arizona University Flagstaff 
 

 
 

Workshop Outline 
 
 

I. Introduction to ASM’s Video Podcast and MicrobeWorld.org website. 
 
 

II. Intimate Strangers -  Episodes 5 & 6  
This video illustrates the microorganism ubiquity, isolation and growth. 

 
 

III. Microbial Discovery Activity - Kitchen Microbiology (It’s Easier Than You Think) 
The American Biology Teacher, Volume 61, No.1, January 1999 

 
 

IV. Presentation of the Microbial Discovery on-line resources.   
Participants in this workshop will receive additional information on teaching resources 
available at the American Society for Microbiology website. 

 
 













Lesson Title:                 Grade Level:    Course Title:

Teacher’s Name: Number of  Students:                      School District and Address:

Preparation  Yes No

Are the set-up procedures too complex for the purpose of the lesson?    

Were the materials easy to acquire?    

Did you have all applicable materials and equipment in your lab?    

How much time did the lesson take to set up?

               In class time?

               Out of class time?    

Lesson Design Exceptional Good Poor Unsatisfactory

Please rate the introductory activities.     

Please rate the lesson/project     

Please rate the experiment, in regards to student interest.     

Handouts Exceptional Good Poor Unsatisfactory

Please rate the effectiveness of the teacher handout?     

Please rate the effectiveness of the student handout?     
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Assessment  Yes No

Can this lesson can be accomplished in the amount of time indicated by the author?    

          If no, how much time did the lesson take?

Are you planning any follow up activities?    

          If so, what assessments or reviews will you be using? (tests, essay, discussion, etc.)

    

How were the national science standards addressed in this lesson?     

 General  Yes No

Was this lesson effective in conveying a particular concept/activity?    

Would you teach this lesson again in future years?    

Would you recommend this lesson to a friend?    

How would you change this lesson if you were to teach it again?

 Podcast  Yes No

Was the podcast appropriate for the intended audience?    

Was the podcast clearly linked to the lesson objectives?    

Was the lesson enhanced by the use of the podcast?        

                    American Society for Microbiology Page 2 of  2

                    1752  N. Street N.W.

                    Washington, D.C. 20036

Fax this form to the ASM Education Department at 202-942- 9329, or e-mail your responses to EducationResources@asmusa.org 

M.D.A. Lesson Evaluation

Notes:

mailto:EducationResources@asmusa.org
mailto:EducationResources@asmusa.org



